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Six Pilbara station women. Six projects. One network built on the idea that
the people closest to the land are best placed to drive what's learned from it.

PEN-2 brings together station leads from across the Pilbara to investigate
the questions that matter most to their operations, from cattle health and
reproductive performance to landscape restoration and community
connection to country. Over the twelve months from July 2026, these
projects will generate practical findings from the people best placed to
produce them.

PEN is more than an extension program, it's a structured pathway for
building the next generation of producers and industry leaders across the
Pilbara.

Each Lead works through a series of practical modules delivered on station,
with consistent online support in between. The modules build skills in
research design, data collection and interpretation, and communicating
findings. Equipping Leads to not only answer their own questions, but
contribute to the broader knowledge base for the region.

Leads don't work in isolation. The cohort is supported by a shared advisory
group bringing together research expertise and industry experience to guide
projects and build confidence across the network.

And because the cohort tackles questions across cattle, landscape, and
community, the peer learning is as valuable as any formal component. Leads
share progress, compare approaches, and road-test findings with people
who understand exactly what it means to do research while running a
station.

The result is a network where knowledge flows in every direction — from
scientists to stations, between stations, and back into the broader industry.

PEN ROUND TWO



PEN-2
 Lead’s & Projects

Cath Walsh of Lyndon Station is looking at how grazing management and
exclusion strategies might support ecological recovery in the gilgai (crabhole)
systems found across the Pilbara, monitoring changes in biodiversity,
vegetation and soil health over time.

Courtney Brooks of Limestone Station is developing an on-country youth
program focused on land stewardship and connection to country,  exploring
what meaningful, lasting engagement looks like for young people in regional
Pilbara communities.

Kate Paull of Noreena Downs Station is investigating the links between
phosphorus deficiency, cattle health and productivity in Pilbara pastoral
systems, with a focus on early detection and practical management
approaches that work at the station level.

Lily Phillips of Winning Station is examining reproductive performance in her
heifer herds and exploring strategies to improve productivity and profitability
under northern pastoral conditions, drawing on both current and historical
herd data.

Mikaila Kowald of Ethel Creek Station is building understanding of what
drives reproductive success in young cattle under Pilbara conditions.
Collecting data on body condition, growth and reproduction to inform
benchmarks relevant to the region.

Teanna King of Munda Station is investigating rehabilitation approaches for
degraded claypan systems, monitoring ecological and soil responses over
time to understand what supports genuine recovery of landscape function
and long-term pastoral value.

PEN Round 2 is delivered by the
Pilbara Innovation Partnership in

collaboration with GPRI, with
support from DPIRD, MLA and Rio

Tinto.
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